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INFO WHITE HOUSE 
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CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 1019 

DEPT FOR ARA AND S/NM 

WHITE HOUSE FOR BOURNE 

DEA FOR BENSINGER 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, CO 

SUBJ: LEAK OF NARCOTICS INFORMATION 

REF: BOGOTA 960 AND 940 

1 . COLOMBIAN PRESIDENCY ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE YESTERDAY WHICH 
CONTAINED A FULL SPANISH TRANSLATION OF THAT PROTION OF THE 
CODEL WOLFF REPORT DEALING WITH COLOMBIA. THE COMMUNIQUE STATED 
THAT A COPY OF THIS REPORT HAD BEEN DELIVERED TO THE PRESIDENT 

BY AMBASSADOR ASENCIO. THE COMMUNIQUE REFERRED TO RECENT PRESS 
ARTICLES ABOUT THE LE MONDE REPORT ON NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING AND 
CORRUPTION AND ATTRIBUTED THESE TO THE CONGRESSIONAL REPORT. 

IN REPRODUCING THE REPORT THE PRESIDENCY COMMENTED THAT IT 
CONTAINS STATISTICS AND IDEAS THAT ARE NOT SHARED BY COLOMBIAN 
AUTHORITIES. THE COMMUNIQUE ADDED THAT THE MAJORITY OF THE 
CONCLUSIONS IN THE CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENT WERE DERIVED FROM 
VERBAL EXCHANGES BETWEEN CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND 
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VARIOUS PERSONALITIES DURING THEIR STAY IN COLOMBIA. 

2. THE PRESIDENCY'S COMMUNIQUE RECEIVED FRONT PAGE HEADLINES IN 
EL TIEMPO AND ALSO WAS PROMINENTLY FEATURED IN OTHER PAPERS 
TODAY. 

3. COMMENT: IN CHOOSING THIS MANNER OF REACTING TO THE 
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ARTICLES IN LE MONDE AND OTHER PAPERS ON NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING 
AND CORRUPTION IN COLOMBIA, PRESIDENT LOPEZ HAS FOLLOWED A 
COURSE OF ACTION WHICH MINIMIZES POTENTIAL DAMAGE TO OUR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS. AT THE SAME TIME IT HAS FOR LOPEZ THE 
ADVANTAGE OF AVOIDING, BY FINESSE, ANY DIRECT COMMENT ON 
SPECIFIC CHARGES CARRIED IN THE PRESS AGAINST THE TWO COLOMBIAN 
CABINET MINISTERS. 

4. YESTERDAY AT LEAST ONE MAJOR BOGOTA DAILY CARRIED AN ACCOUNT 
OF CONGRESSMAN WOLFF'S INTERVIEW ON THE JAN 30 ABC/TV PROGRAM 
"GOOD MORNING AMERICA". THE LOCAL PRESS ACCOUNT INCLUDED WOLFF'S 
REFERENCE TO A COUNTRY IN WHICH THE NEPHEW OF A LEADING PRESIDENTIAL 
CNADIDATE IS A LEADING NARCOTICS TRAFFICKER. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE 
NONE OF THE LOCAL PRESS ACCOUNTS INCLUDED WOLFF'S SPECIFIC 
IDENTIFICATION OF COLOMBIA AS THAT COUNTRY, HOWEVER, IT WOULD BE 
EASY FOR LOCAL READERS TO INFER FROM THE ARTICLE THAT HE WAS 
TALKING ABOUT THIS COUNTRY. 

ASENCIO 
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